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Let's Cross Over
7pm each
evening also
11:30am and
5pm Saturday

PASTOR

JUAN

PATRICK
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A prayerful Journey
6.30 am every
morning from
Tuesday to Sunday

ELDER

ANDRE

CRAWFORD

BIble CPR

9.30 am every
morning from Tuesday
to Friday

DR

BEATRICE

KASTRATI

Mental health and
different seasons

from 10:35am
Tuesday to Friday

WINSTON

&

JACQUELINE
BROWN

+

FAMILY

Life 180
from 11:50am
Tuesday to Friday

Look out for his top books at reception:
The Sonship of Christ
A God named Desire
See with new eyes
Endless Love
Maybe get your book signed too?

Don't miss a day as we take you on a prayerful
journey:
Tuesday: Mark 3:17 -Through the Thunderstorm
Wednesday: John 8:3-4 -Across the Public Square
Thursday: John 4:4-5 - Across the Border
Friday: Acts 9:1-2 - Across the Desert
Saturday: Mark 4:37 - Through the raging waters
Sunday : Mark 5:1 - Across the Sea

Stay on track as we go deeper and cross over
Tuesday - “Termites” - Numbers 25
Wednesday - Focus on Crossing Over “Dangerous Liaisons” - Judges 13-16
Thursday -The Call to Cross Over -“Protestant” Judges 6
Friday - The Test of Crossing Over - “Keep It
Moving Soldier” - Judges 7
Be transformed by the renewing of your mind
Tuesday: “Yesterday is history “ Make peace with
the past (forgiveness, move on, treat trauma)
Wednesday: “Today is a gift" are you living or
thriving?
Thursday : "Tomorrow is a mystery" dare to be
led by the Lord
Friday : What 's Next" Take action, explore the
possible
With Life 180 - Your health is your wealth

Reconnect – Rejuvenate – Restore
The Value of G.O.D.S.P.L.A.N for your health
Be empowered to take ownership of your
health, reasoning from cause to effect
concerning mental, physical, and spiritual
wellbeing
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PASTOR

WAYNE

ERASMUS

1st Century Wisdom for
21st Century Lives
Key speaker from 3:30pm
Tuesday to Friday

ELDER

JERMAINE

WONG

www.campmeeting.org.uk

The Cross Over Christian
Talk show
Talk show host from 8.
45pm every evening

MICHAELA

Explore 4 episodes from the life of Jesus, as we
uncover fresh perspectives on living as 21st
Century disciples.
"Secretive Questions" (John 3)
“That’s great for you, but it’s not for me” (John 4)
“An audacious, ‘What if’” (Luke 8:43-48)
“Let’s try that again” (John 21)
TALK

SHOW

FEATURES

Gift giveaways
Prizes
music
Compelling and controversial
interviews

MATHIEU-MARIUS

MICHELLE

Singing Evangelist

Singing Evangelist

from 6:30 am
every morning
and 7:30 pm
each evening

CJ

NICHOLLS

BOYD

from 3:30 pm
every Afternoon
and 8:45 pm
each night

WITH

THE

PRAISE

CROSS

TEAM

&

OVER
BAND

MD & Praise Leader

from 6:30 am every
morning and 7:30 pm each
evening join in the praise
to the Most High God
Theme Song
" Create in me a clean
heart"
Words are in this booklet
pg 11

CM BOOKLET PAGE |5

MEET

THE

MINISTERS

PRESIDENT

EMMANUEL

OSEI

Camp Meeting
Sponsor, Pastor
and President of
the South England
Conference
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PASTOR

ANTHONY

FULLER

Camp Meeting
Co-Host
& SEC Youth
Director

PASTOR

SOPHIA

PEART

Camp Meeting
Board member /
Pastoral Team
member

ELDER

EUGENE

JAMES

Camp Meeting
Director

PASTOR

DEJAN

STOJKOVIC

Camp Meeting
Programme Host
TED Youth Director

BIO
A gifted and sought-after speaker, Emmanuel has conducted
evangelistic campaigns both here in the UK and throughout Africa,
USA and the Caribbean. Apart from his formal post-graduate
ministerial training at Newbold College, Emmanuel has also
obtained a MA in Mission Studies from Birmingham University and a
Doctor of Ministry from Seabury Western Theological Seminary in
Chicago, USA.. Emmanuel Osei now serves as the President of the
South England Conference of Seventh-Day Adventist

BIO
Anthony has served the SEC since 2011, first as an intern in the
Lewisham Church, before being assigned pastor of the Fulham
and Stonebridge District in 2013. In 2015 he was called to serve
as Youth Director.
He is deeply driven by his call to the gospel ministry and
passionate about working with young people who, he believes,
are the leaders for today. He seeks new and innovative ways to
reclaim, retain and train these young people.

BIO
Since 2018 Sophia has served as the Pastor for the Hanworth
Community Church and Burnt Oak Church Plant. Before her
recent assignment with the Harrow Church congregation. She
has also served as a Radio broadcaster for Adventist Radio
London, and was formally Commissioned to the gospel
ministry in September 2021. Sophia’s motto for any
assignment is ‘I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me',

BIO

ugene James is an ordained Elder with a passion for ministry. He
was the President of the London Youth Federation 2007 - 2009,
organising major London wide events for 1000s of young people to
h He as since served as an Elder of
know Christ and be disciples.
E
Edmonton
Central and Oxford SDa Churches. Amongst other roles
he has a drive for evangelism. He is the Director of Agility X LTD a
Project Management organisation and he is a Project Manager by
Profession, for the past 20 years he has delivered projects across a
variety of sectors. .

BIO

Dejan Stojkovic was born in Kragujevac, Serbia. He finished his
primary and secondary education in post-communist Serbia, He
came to England in 2001 to study theology and he completed his
undergraduate and postgraduate degrees at Newbold College.
Dejan has served as a youth pastor at Stanborough Park Church
where he established the Parallel Service as an outreach and
reclamation ministry for youth and young adults. Before being
called to serve as Trans-European Division Youth director he
served as British Union Conference Youth Director and Teen's
Ministry.
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LET'S CROSS OVER 2022
MONDAY 30 MAY 8:00PM BST
OPENING NIGHT LINE UP
MONDAY 30TH MAY 2022

Pastor Dejan Stojkovic

Camp Meeting Live Host

President Emmanuel Osei

Camp meeting Sponsor and Speaker

Pastor Sophia Peart

Camp Meeting Pastoral Care

CJ Nicholls

Michaela Mathieu-Marius

Michelle Boyd

MD and Praise Team Leader

Singing Evangelist

Singing Evangelist

Pastor Anthony Fuller
Youth Director and
Camp Meeting Co-Host
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LET'S CROSS OVER

2022
MINISTERS

Pastor Juan
A Prayerful Journey Lets Cross over

Michaela Mathieu-Marius
Singing Evangelist

Elder Andre
Bible Study - Common
Peoples Revival

Dr Beatrice
Mental health and
different seasons

TUESDAY TO
FRIDAY SCHEDULE

6:30 AM
A Prayerful Journey
Join us as we walk through the
experiences, encountering God
and triumphant transformation

Directly after prayer service
a dedicated prayer time for
those with special requests
to dial in at 7:45am to Zoom
Meeting ID: 919 4553 8924
Passcode: 670468

EXERCISE AND
BREAKFAST 7:45AM

Bible Study - Common
Peoples Revival

A journey of the pitfalls of
becoming hot for God and
how to stay focused on your
path
"If you’re going to be
successful in crossing over,
there are going to be some
things that need breaking
down"

10:40 AM

Mental health and
different seasons

“Yesterday is history"
"Today is a gift" are you
living or thriving?
"Tomorrow is a mystery"
dare to be led by the Lord

11:45 AM

Life 180 your health is your
wealth

For I will restore health unto
thee, and I will heal thee of
thy wounds, saith the Lord;

Your Health is your Wealth
Learn how to live your best
Life through G.O.D.S.P.L.A.N

Winston and
Jacqueline Brown
Life 180 - your health is
your wealth

Get involved

9:30AM

Health is
Wealth
exercise club
with Pastor
Anthony
Fuller

TREAT YOUR BODY LUNCH AND GYM
1:30- 3:30PM
Enjoy meals from the
Cuisine of Caribbean
Queen book your meals at
reception and pay as your
heart delights

Submit your prayer requests
campmeeting.org.uk/prayer-requests

Don't forget to go on your
digestive walk after each meal
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LET'S CROSS OVER

2022

Ministers
Pastor Wayne Erasmus
1st Century Wisdom for
21st Century Lives

Michelle Boyd
Singing Evangelist

Pastor Ty Gibson

Lets Cross Over
Evangelism series

Pastor Dejan Stojkovic
Programme Host

Elder Jermaine Wong
No.1 Christian Talks
Show "The Cross Over"

DINNER
5.30PM-7PM
7.15 PM

Lets Cross Over - Campaign
night

Tuesday to
Friday

3PM
The Heart beat of the SEC
Find out what interesting
initiatives are on across the
SEC and how you can get
involved

These are live and prerecorded

3:30PM
1st Century Wisdom for 21st
Century Lives - come and
Learn to be a disciple

"Jesus had some pretty
interesting interactions with
all kinds of people! Late night
discussions, unorthodox
conversations, desperate
actions, speaking truth to
power.."

5PM
Teens Spot
Swing over to London for a
joint Live programme online
from the Teens across South
England Conference

Be empowered and hear Ty
Gibson unpack how to Cross
Over with such titles as?
From Guilt to Innocence
From Fear to Love
From Obligation to
Attraction
From Weakness to Power
From Bondage to Freedom
From Empty to Full

Learn the new Theme Song
for 2022 "Create in me..."
words in the programme
pack

8:45 PM

The No.1 Christian Talk Show
at Hays Wood Retreat
"The Cross Over"
Unpack some of Pastor Ty
Gibson Transformational
messages with Host Jermaine
Wong.
Enjoy various Interviews,
music and prizes. With
survivors from Ukraine as a
special guest on the Friday
show.
Top Giveaways will be for the
most needy in your community
or ministry circle
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LET'S CROSS OVER

2022
MINISTERS

Pastor Juan Carlos
Patrick

Pastor Ty Gibson

Elder Jermaine
Wong

CJ Nicholls and "The
Cross Over" Band

Sabbath day

6.30 AM

Prayerful Journey - morning
mana

BREAKFAST
7:30AM-9:25 AM

09:30 AM

Childrens Sabbath School just
pop over to the Childrens
Youtube

09:30 AM

The Cross Over Sabbath
School lesson
Featuring panel discussion with
Pastor Fergus Owusu-Boateng
Andre Crawford
Elder Seth Asare
Elder John Bishop
Pastor Hina Ahmed
Dr Stephen Currow

11:00 AM

Health 180 highlights of the
week
Mental health highlights of
the week

11:30 AM

Lets Cross Over - Campaign
morning

Be empowered and hear Ty
Gibson unpack how to Cross Over

LUNCH
1PM-3PM

Enjoy Sabbath meal from the
Cuisine of Caribbean Queen
book your meals at
reception and pay before
Sabbath begins

15:00 PM
The No.1 Christian Talk Show
at Hays Wood Retreat
Unpack some of Pastor Ty
Gibson Transformational
message with Jermaine Wong
Enjoy exclusive Interviews
with artists, Evangelists and
leaders

16:15 PM

Lets Cross Over - Campaign
night wrap up

Be empowered and hear Ty
Gibson unpack how to Cross
Over

DINNER
5:15PM-7PM

19:15 PM
Lets Cross Over - variety
concert
Featuring
Purposition man
Michelle Boyd
Ukrainian Singers
Filipino Communi
sty'
singers
Ty Gibson

Michaela Mathieu-Marius
Neville Peter
CJ and the Crossover Band
Jermaine Wong
and much more
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LET'S CROSS OVER

2022
MINISTERS

Pastor Juan Carlos
Patrick

Michaela MathieuMarius

Sunday

Saturday night

21:30 PM

Social - maybe some
games, camp fire,
maybe some dominoes
or maybe an early
night, you decide

7:30 AM MORNING
Final prayer journey for
residents only not online, this
is a time to testify, to make
commitments to be ready to
Cross Over!

08:45 AM
CJ Nicholls and "The
Cross Over" Band

Sunday breakfast, we are looking
forward to a nice big breakfast to
send us home. Book in advance to
not disappoint. Thanks Caribbean
Queen.

10:00 AM
Check out of rooms, don't forget
to look under the bed for your stuff

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING CAMP MEETING 2022
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Theme Song
Create in me a clean heart
So I may worship thee
Cast me not away from thy
presence
Please don't take your spirit from
me
And restore the joy of salvation
So that I may worship thee
So that I may worship thee
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Termites
1. How important is the history of Old Testament Israel for us?
a. 1 Corinthians 10:11-12
i. Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they
are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are
come. Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall.
b. Romans 15:4
i. For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures
might have hope.
c. As we approach the close of time, as the people of God stand upon the
borders of the heavenly Canaan, Satan will, as of old, redouble his efforts to
prevent them from entering the goodly land. He lays his snares for every
soul. It is not the ignorant and uncultured merely that need to be guarded; he
will prepare his temptations for those in the highest positions, in the most
holy office; if he can lead them to pollute their souls, he can through them
destroy many. Patriarchs and Prophets 457.3
2. As we await the second coming of Christ, whose character are you reflecting? As we
stand on the spiritual banks of Jordan only waiting to “Cross Over” into the promised
land, whose ideals are you promoting, whose customs are you practising?
3. How dangerous are termites?
a. Having a dry-wood termite problem in your house is something that should
be considered more of an emergency rather than something you should
ignore. In many cases, homeowners tend to ignore this issue until it has
become evident that the termites in question are causing a lot of damage to
their property. Only then do some people try to find solutions to such issues
– but it is too late. The main reason why dry-wood termites should be feared
is due to their effect on the structure of most houses.
4. It has always been Satan’s determined aim to get rid of those who would stay
faithful to God. However, the more he killed them, the more the sprung up.
a. The blood of the martyrs was seed.
5. What would Satan do?
a. Satan therefore laid his plans to war more successfully against the
government of God, by planting his banner in the Christian church. If the
followers of Christ could be deceived, and led to displease God, then their
strength, fortitude, and firmness would fail, and they would fall an easy prey.
Great Controversy 42.2

André Crawford | 07748985511 | www.cristalksministry.co.uk | crisistalks1@gmail.com
CM BOOKLET PAGE |

15

“Let’s Cross Over” | SEC Camp Meeting 2022 | Hays Wood Centre
6.

a. The great adversary now endeavoured to gain by artifice what he had failed
to secure by force. Persecution ceased, and in its stead were substituted the
dangerous allurements of temporal prosperity and worldly honour. Idolaters
were led to receive a part of the Christian faith, while they rejected other
essential truths. They professed to accept Jesus as the Son of God, and to
believe in his death and resurrection; but they had no conviction of sin, and
felt no need of repentance or of a change of heart. With some concessions
on their part, they proposed that Christians should make concessions, that all
might unite on the platform of belief in Christ. Great Controversy 42.3
i. If you can’t beat them, join them!

7. The History – The Context – Numbers 22:1-5
a. Israel had been called out of Egypt, out of darkness, out of apostasy and
promised rest in the promised land. They were about to experience that rest.
All they had to do was “Cross Over”
b. God’s people Israel, were known to the State, and the State was “sore
afraid,” “distressed” because of God’s people.
c. Israel, just before crossing over the Jordan into the promised land, were a
“world-wide” body of people, they “cover the face of the earth.”
d. Balaam (The religious man) had been hired by Balak (The statesman) to curse
the children of Israel.
e. Three times Balaam was restrained by God from cursing Israel. Balaam
‘blessed’ the children of Israel instead of cursing them.
i. How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? or how shall I defy,
whom the Lord hath not defied? Numbers 23:8
8. Numbers 25:1-8
a. How had this happened?
i. These surroundings exerted a polluting influence upon the Israelites.
Their minds became familiar with the vile thoughts constantly
suggested; their life of ease and inaction produced its demoralizing
effect; and almost unconsciously to themselves they were departing
from God and coming into a condition where they would fall an easy
prey to temptation. PP 453.4
1. GC 519.2 – Satan well knows that all whom he can lead to
neglect prayer and the searching of the Scriptures, will be
overcome by his attacks. Therefore he invents every possible
device to engross the mind.
ii. During the time of their encampment beside Jordan, Moses was
preparing for the occupation of Canaan. In this work the great leader
was fully employed. But to the people this time of suspense was most
André Crawford | 07748985511 | www.cristalksministry.co.uk | crisistalks1@gmail.com
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trying, and before many weeks had elapsed their history was marred
by frightful departures from virtue and integrity. PP 454.1
1. In the same way that Moses was preparing to cross his people
over the Jordan into the literal Canaan, the literal promised
land, our heavenly High Priest is working for us, preparing to
cross us over into the heavenly Canaan, the heavenly
promised land.
2. But also, in the same way that the Moses’ people got restless
and their faith was tried in the wait, so too God’s people now
are being tested and tried by the tarrying time just before we
experience that glorious crossing over.
iii. At first there was little intercourse between the Israelites and their
heathen neighbours, but after a time Midianitish women began to
steal into the camp. Their appearance excited no alarm, and so quietly
were their plans conducted that the attention of Moses was not
called to the matter. It was the object of these women, in their
association with the Hebrews, to seduce them into transgression of
the law of God, to draw their attention to heathen rites and customs,
and lead them into idolatry. These motives were studiously concealed
under the garb of friendship, so that they were not suspected, even
by the guardians of the people. PP 454.2
iv. At Balaam's suggestion, a grand festival in honor of their gods was
appointed by the king of Moab, and it was secretly arranged that
Balaam should induce the Israelites to attend. He was regarded by
them as a prophet of God, and hence had little difficulty in
accomplishing his purpose. Great numbers of the people joined him in
witnessing the festivities. They ventured upon the forbidden ground,
and were entangled in the snare of Satan. PP 454.3
1. A worship service was arranged. A festival of praise in honour
of the heathen deities was organised but initially, Israel only
had observer status. However, that would soon change.
9. Numbers 25:1-4 - What was the effect of this ecumenical meeting?
a. (1) Beguiled with music and dancing, and (2) allured by the beauty of heathen
vestals, they (3) cast off their fealty to Jehovah. As they (4) united in mirth
and feasting, (5) indulgence in wine beclouded their senses and broke down
the barriers of self-control. (6) Passion had full sway; and having defiled their
consciences by lewdness, they were (7) persuaded to bow down to idols.
They offered sacrifice upon heathen altars and participated in the most
degrading rites. PP 454.3

André Crawford | 07748985511 | www.cristalksministry.co.uk | crisistalks1@gmail.com
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10. Numbers 25:6-8
a. As they prepared to “cross over,” what had to be done because of the open
apostasy? Was prayer enough to stay the plague?
i. With this history before the peculiar people of God in these last days,
there is no excuse for any one who will follow the example of ancient
Israel in sin. But Satan will work in this special temptation to make
void the law of God, and make light of God's special injunctions and
warnings.
ii. The point to be marked is, that Moses' prayers were not heard,
neither his weeping nor the sorrow and prayers of those who had
maintained their integrity, until justice was executed upon that
demoralised God-defying prince. Something besides prayers and tears
are needed in a time when reproach and peril are hanging over God's
people. The wicked works must be brought to an end.
RH May 17, 1887
11. Where have termites begun to eat away at the foundation of your life?
a. Have you become indifferent to the Word of God?
i. John 5:39-40 - Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not
come to me, that ye might have life.
b. What should I do to ground myself in Christ?
i. 2 Timothy 2:15 - Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.
1. Psalm 1:2-3
c. What will Satan do to hinder your progress?
i. Satan well knows that all whom he can lead to neglect prayer and the
searching of the Scriptures, will be overcome by his attacks.
Therefore, he invents every possible device to engross the mind.
GC 519.2
d. How seriously should I take my preparation for crossing over?
i. God's Spirit has illuminated every page of Holy Writ, but there are
those upon whom it makes little impression, because it is imperfectly
understood. When the shaking comes, by the introduction of false
theories, these surface readers, anchored nowhere, are like shifting
sand. TM 112.1

André Crawford | 07748985511 | www.cristalksministry.co.uk | crisistalks1@gmail.com
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12. Where have the termites of spiritual indifference begun to eat away at your spiritual
house?
a. Is the termite of withholding God’s tithes and offerings eating away at the
foundations of your house?
b. Are your senses being attacked by spiritual termites?
i. You will have to become a faithful sentinel over your eyes, ears, and
all your senses if you would control your mind and prevent vain and
corrupt thoughts from staining your soul. The power of grace alone
can accomplish this most desirable work. CCh 108.6
c. What about your relationships?
i. Great care should be taken by Christian youth in the formation of
friendships and in the choice of companions. Take heed, lest what you
now think to be pure gold turns out to be base metal. Worldly
associations tend to place obstructions in the way of your service to
God, and many souls are ruined by unhappy unions, either business or
matrimonial, with those who can never elevate or ennoble. AH 44.3
d. As we prepare to cross over into the spiritual Canaan, it is important to
remember that we are not just another church, another denomination,
another Christian body…
i. God has called His church in this day, as He called ancient Israel, to
stand as a light in the earth. By the mighty cleaver of truth, the
messages of the first, second and third angels, He has separated them
from the churches and from the world to bring them into a sacred
nearness to Himself. CCh 58.4
e. To a large extent the termites have done a large work on God’s house. We
are seeing an exodus back INTO Egypt by some of our people on many
different issues. Instead of going forward into freedom, crossing over Jordan
into the promised land, many are laying off their armour and running back to
bondage
i. Remember: The point to be marked is, that Moses' prayers were not
heard, neither his weeping nor the sorrow and prayers of those who
had maintained their integrity, until justice was executed upon that
demoralised God-defying prince. Something besides prayers and tears
are needed in a time when reproach and peril are hanging over God's
people. The wicked works must be brought to an end.
RH May 17, 1887
f. Through what mediums is this happening?
i. Beguiled by music and dancing (entertainment), and allured by the
beauty of heathen vestals (relationships), they cast of their fealty
(faithfulness) to Jehovah. As they united in mirth (amusement) and
feasting (diet), indulgence (appetite) in wine beclouded their senses
and broke down the barriers of self control. Passion had full sway; and
André Crawford | 07748985511 | www.cristalksministry.co.uk | crisistalks1@gmail.com

C M B O O K L E T PA G E |

19

“Let’s Cross Over” | SEC Camp Meeting 2022 | Hays Wood Centre
having defiled their conscience by lewdness, they were persuaded to
bow down to idols. (Idol Sabbath)
1. Idol Sabbath – National Sunday Law
13. The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the
beast will be urged upon us. Those who have step by step yielded to worldly
demands and conformed to worldly customs will not find it a hard matter to yield to
the powers that be, rather than subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened
imprisonment, and death. 5T 81.1
14. Our greatest need at this time is to obtain the necessary oil of the Holy Spirit in order
to stay true to God through the coming crisis, to see Christ and to cross over in
peace.
15. Appeal
a. Revelation 3:20 – Do you hear Him knocking? Are you going to open the
door?

André Crawford | 07748985511 | www.cristalksministry.co.uk | crisistalks1@gmail.com
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1

Flirting With The Enemy – Dangerous Liaisons
1. Samson, a man full of contradictions
a. Fighting the battles of the Lord by day and flirting with the enemy by night
b. Strong and unflinching before men, weak and putty like before women.
2. Judges 13:5
a. Samson was in covenant relationship with God from the womb.
b. When he was brought on the scene of action, he had a particular lifestyle
i. No wine
ii. No strong drink
iii. The hair of his head was not to be shaved
1. His hair was the outward “sign” of his covenant relationship
with God
iv. He was not to come into contact with any dead body
3. Samson had a weakness that Satan would exploit and lead Samson to destruction
a. Judges 14:1-3 – Samson would give in to his base passions
i. 1st John 2:15-16
1. Lust of the eyes
2. Lust of the flesh
3. Pride of Life
b. V7 – He begins to have dialogue with the woman of his oppressors
i. Romanism is now regarded by Protestants with far greater favour
than in former years. In those countries where Catholicism is not in
the ascendancy, and the papists are taking a conciliatory course in
order to gain influence, there is an increasing indifference concerning
the doctrines that separate the reformed churches from the papal
hierarchy; the opinion is gaining ground that, after all, we do not
differ so widely upon vital points as has been supposed, and that a
little concession on our part will bring us into a better understanding
with Rome. GC 563.1
4. Judges 14:8-9
a. Samson breaks one of the Nazarite commandments
i. He comes into contact with a dead body
ii. He eats from that dead body
iii. He becomes a channel of sin by giving his parents honey from the
dead body
b. He has begun to travel a road that will ultimately lead him to betray the
covenant.
i. The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The
mark of the beast will be urged upon us. Those who have step by step
yielded to worldly demands and conformed to worldly customs will
not find it a hard matter to yield to the powers that be, rather than
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subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and
death. The contest is between the commandments of God and the
commandments of men. 5T 81.1
5. Judges 14:15-18
a. The woman was used against him to try and get him to reveal the secret of
his riddle.
i. She is threatened with death if she did not help the enemies of Israel
destroy Samson.
b. She receives her judgment in 15:6 and is ultimately burnt with fire, the very
thing she was threatened with if she did not comply.
6. Judges 15:7-8; 9-13, 20
a. Because of Samson’s continued disregard for His covenant, he is forgetting
who’s battle he is really fighting
b. The men of Judah, family to Samson deliver him to the enemy in order to
save their own lives
i. Matthew 10:17-22
c. The first half of Samson’s judicial reign would set the tone for the second half
7. Judges 16:1
a. Samson commits spiritual and physical fornication by having relationship with
the harlot.
i. It is a backsliding church that lessens the distance between itself and
the Papacy. ST Feb 19, 1894 par 4
b. Again, Samson was step by step moving toward the outright violation of the
Nazarite covenant.
8. Judges 16:4-6
a. Samson loved Delilah
i. He must have spent time speaking to her
ii. He must have spent time getting to know her
b. V5 This is the second time a woman has been employed to bring down
Samson, but this time there is a price on his head (1100 pieces of silver)
c. The constant dialogue with Delilah causes Samson to get closer and closer to
the violation of the sign of the covenant.
9. Judges 16:8-15
a. Delilah and the lords of the philistines work together to bind Samson
i. In these last days, the church and the state will unite to bind and
persecute God’s remnant church
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ii. When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such
points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall influence the
state to enforce their decrees and to sustain their institutions, then
Protestant America will have formed an image of the Roman
hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties upon dissenters will
inevitably result. GC 445.1
b. V15 Samson is dangerously close now to betraying sacred trusts and giving up
the sign of the covenant.
10. Judges 16:16-18
a. Again because of the constant dialogue with Delilah Samson finally
disregards the covenant in order to please her.
b. Somehow, Delilah knew that this time Samson had given her his heart.
c. No sooner had Samson betrayed the covenant that Delilah called for the
state come and get him, they also brought the money.
11. Judges 16:19
a. Samson fell asleep just at the point when he should have been awake.
i. Matthew 25:5-7 – God’s remnant church has been sleeping at a
time that it should be awake. The enemy of souls is making ready
to attack just before cross over and we are not aware of it.
ii. Luke 19:41-44 – Christ is weeping over His church because their
strength is going to be tested and he knows many will not make it
through.
b. While Samson was sleeping the state came and cut off the sign of the
covenant. Then Delilah began to afflict him.
i. The dignitaries of church and state will unite to bribe, persuade,
or compel all classes to honor the Sunday. The lack of divine
authority will be supplied by oppressive enactments. Political
corruption is destroying love of justice and regard for truth; and
even in free America, rulers and legislators, in order to secure
public favor, will yield to the popular demand for a law enforcing
Sunday observance. GC 592.2
12. Judges 16:20
a. Delilah gives the cry that the Philistines are coming to afflict Samson
b. Samson then wakes up and thinks that he can do what he had always
done, but he did not know that the Lord had departed from him
i. Matthew 25:6 “And at midnight was a cry made”
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c. Transgression has almost reached its limit. Confusion fills the world, and a
great terror is soon to come upon human beings. The end is very near.
We who know the truth should be preparing for what is soon to break
upon the world as an overwhelming surprise. 8T 28.1
d. Christians should be preparing for what is soon to break upon the world
as an overwhelming surprise, and this preparation they should make by
diligently studying the word of God and striving to conform their lives to
its precepts. The tremendous issues of eternity demand of us something
besides an imaginary religion, a religion of words and forms, where truth
is kept in the outer court. CC 260.5
13. Judges 16:21,23-25
a. The Philistines bound Samson and put out his eyes and took him down to
Gaza.
b. The Philistines took him back to where his final downfall began.
c. Those that were there in Gaza made sport of him
14. Judges 16:22
a. There was a little remnant strength visible at the time when the rest of
the body had been bound up by the state.
b. It looks bleak for Samson but the sign of the covenant though disregarded
is not completely extinguished.
c. There was a little remnant strength visible at the time when the rest of
the body had been bound up by the state.
d. It would be because of this remnant that Samson would finish the work
i. The church may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. It
remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted out the chaff
separated from the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but
nevertheless it must take place. None but those who have been
overcoming by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their
testimony will be found with the loyal and true, without spot or
stain of sin, without guile in their mouths. We must be divested of
our self-righteousness and arrayed in the righteousness of Christ.
2SM 380.2
15. Judges 16:24-28
a. When the heathen saw this man of God seemly defeated they praised
their false gods, they feasted and drank.
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b. They did not know that their lives were going to be extinguished that
night.
i. Isaiah 55:7 - forsake sin and God will abundantly pardon
16. The church may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. It remains, while the
sinners in Zion will be sifted out—the chaff separated from the precious wheat.
a. Amos 9:9-15
17. Judges 16:29-31
a. Through the two great errors, the immortality of the soul and Sunday
sacredness, Satan will bring the people under his deceptions. While the
former lays the foundation of spiritualism, the latter creates a bond of
sympathy with Rome. The Protestants of the United States will be
foremost in stretching their hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of
spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman
power; and under the influence of this threefold union, this country will
follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience.
GC 588.1
i. Two pillars of Idolatry - Immortality of the soul and Sunday
Sacredness
18. Appeal:
a. Isaiah 55:7 - Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
b. We serve a merciful God that remembers our faithfulness and not our
failures!
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Protestant!
“The student should learn to view the word as a whole, and to see the relation of its parts.
He should gain a knowledge of its (1) grand central theme, of (2) God’s original purpose for
the world, of (3) the rise of the great controversy, and of (4) the work of redemption. He
should understand the (5) nature of the two principles that are contending for supremacy,
and should learn to (6) trace their working through the records of history and prophecy, to
the great consummation.”
“He should (7) see how this controversy enters into every phase of human experience; (8)
how in every act of life he himself reveals the one or the other of the two antagonistic
motives; and (9) how, whether he will or not, he is even now deciding upon which side of
the controversy he will be found.”
“Every part of the Bible is given by inspiration of God and is profitable. The Old Testament
no less than the New should receive attention. As we study the Old Testament we shall find
living springs bubbling up where the careless reader discerns only a desert.”
Ed 190
1. Judges 6:1-10
a. Disobedience – persecution – repentance – deliverance has brought Israel to
the place where they are being oppressed by the Midianites day and night.
b. This nation has forced God’s people into living and hiding in mountains and
caves and in other strongholds.
c. When Israel have planted seed, a threefold union of powers, the Midianites,
Amalekites and children from the East come and devour, to destroy to
decimate their crops causing:
i. Famine and distress to God’s people
d. Not only does this threefold union devour their source of food, but they also
destroy their economic buying and selling power by taking their sheep, oxen
and asses. Leaving a God’s people in a:
i. Crisis of finances – That’s how money worked in the Bible. It wasn’t
pounds and pence or dollars and cents but livestock and commodity.
e. God’s denominated people, his heritage had descended into a dreadful
condition, they are in an appalling state. God’s Word says that they were
“impoverished” – H1809 – daw-lal’ = to be oppressed, feeble, to be brought
low, made thin, to languish:
i. Those that should have been the head were a feeble, sickly tail
f. How had they gotten to such a low place?
i. Isaiah 59:1-2
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g. In answer to the cry of His people, God sends his response to their condition
through the medium, through His channel a prophet.
i. Hosea 12:13 – Exodus 20:1-2
h. In a time of (1) famine and distress, in a time of (2) economic impossibilities,
in a time when (3) a threefold union of powers are threatening the very
existence of God’s people, God hears their cry for help and begins the
process of their deliverance.
2. Judges 6:11 – Where does the angel of the Lord meet Gideon and what was he
doing?
a. Gideon was the son of Joash, of the tribe of Manasseh. The division to which
this family belonged held no leading position, but the household of Joash was
distinguished for courage and integrity. Of his brave sons it is said, “Each one
resembled the children of a king.” All but one had fallen in the struggles
against the Midianites, and he had caused his name to be feared by the
invaders. To Gideon came the divine call to deliver his people. He was
engaged at the time in threshing wheat. A small quantity of grain had been
concealed, and not daring to beat it out on the ordinary threshing floor, he
had resorted to a spot near the winepress; for the season of ripe grapes
being still far off, little notice was now taken of the vineyards. As Gideon
labored in secrecy and silence, he sadly pondered upon the condition of
Israel and considered how the oppressor's yoke might be broken from off his
people. PP 546.1
b. Gideon was doing a work for his own people and for his God without any
outward recognition. Gideon was faithful in the little duties, unnoticed by
man, but not outside the vision of Almighty God.
i. What was on Gideon’s mind as he worked in secrecy and silence?
c. As Gideon labored in secrecy and silence, he sadly pondered upon the (1)
condition of Israel and considered (2) how the oppressor's yoke might be
broken from off his people.
i. And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through
the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the
men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in
the midst thereof.1
ii. And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and nmade my confession, and
said, O Lord, pthe great and dreadful God, qkeeping the covenant and
mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his
commandments; 5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and
have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy
precepts and from thy judgments: 6 Neither have we hearkened unto
The Holy Bible: King James Version. (2009). (Electronic Edition of the 1900 Authorized
Version., Eze 9:4). Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
1
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thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name zto our kings, our
princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.2
3. Judges 6:12
a. He was declared a “mighty man of valour” while he was labouring for God and
his people in secret.
b. How could God characterize him like that while labouring in secrecy and
silence?
i. It was because of Gideons mind set.
c. Judges 6:14 – The deliverer of Israel was called and chosen while he was
threshing wheat!
i. Luke 10:16 – “He that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful also in
much”
d. Judges 6:15
i. Gideon recognizes his “great need.” He understands that by himself he
cannot complete the task that he has been called to undertake.
1. A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most
urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work.
There must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord,
not because God is not willing to bestow His blessing upon us,
but because we are unprepared to receive it. 1SM 121.1
e. Judges 6:16
i. God does not call the equipped, He equips the called. He promises that
He will be with them and in them and will work through them to
accomplish the task He has called them to accomplish.
1. Joshua 1:9
2. Matthew 28:18-20
3. Exodus 3:5-22; 4:1-7
4. 1 Thessalonians 5:24
4. Judges 6:18-24 “…consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes…”
a. Ministry begins with sacrifice; it begins by making an offering made by fire.
b. Ministry has always been, but more so now, in these last days begins by what
you’re willing to give up rather than what you are desiring to receive!
i. Ministry in these last days may not make you rich
ii. Ministry in these last days may not add friends to your social media
iii. Ministry in these last days will add to you companions that will prepare
you for the kingdom of God
1. Disappointment – Misrepresentation – Betrayal - Pain

The Holy Bible: King James Version. (2009). (Electronic Edition of the 1900 Authorized
Version., Da 9:4–6). Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
2
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c. Matthew 10:37-38 - He that loveth father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy
of me. 38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy
of me.3
d. Mark 8:34 - And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also,
he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow me.4
5. Judges 6:25-26
a. The work that God is calling His people to do is a two-fold work.
i. It is to tear down and also to build up.
1. Jeremiah 1:10; Isaiah 58:12
ii. Gideon's father, Joash, who shared in the apostasy of his countrymen,
had erected at Ophrah, where he dwelt, a large altar to Baal, at which
the people of the town worshiped. Gideon was commanded to destroy
this altar and to erect an altar to Jehovah over the rock on which the
offering had been consumed, and there to present a sacrifice to the
Lord…The deliverance of Israel was to be preceded by a solemn
protest against the worship of Baal. Gideon must declare war upon
idolatry before going out to battle with the enemies of his people.
PP 547.3
b. Contrary to Papal and Christendom’s 2017 mantra that “The Protest is Over” –
Faithful SDA Christians know, like Gideon that “The Protest Continues, The
Protest is definitely not over” it is far from over!
i. Daniel 11:44
ii. Revelation 14:8-11
iii. Revelation 18:1-4
c. Before the second coming of Christ there must be a solemn and decided
protest against popery, her daughters and their child.
d. There must be a solemn protest against the three-fold union of apostate
powers – The Dragon, The Beast and The False Prophet.
6. Judges 6:28-30 – The enemies of truth and righteousness will fight back
a. Daniel 11:45
i. As we approach the last crisis, it is of vital moment that harmony and
unity exist among the Lord's instrumentalities. The world is filled with

The Holy Bible: King James Version. (2009). (Electronic Edition of the 1900 Authorized
Version., Mt 10:37–38). Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
4
The Holy Bible: King James Version. (2009). (Electronic Edition of the 1900 Authorized
Version., Mk 8:34). Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
3
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storm and war and variance. Yet under one head, the papal power,
the people will unite to oppose God in the person of His witnesses.
b. COP26 –
i. Revelation 17:12-14
ii. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 “…peace and safety, sudden destruction…”
c.
i. This union is cemented by the great apostate. While he seeks to unite
his agents in warring against the truth he will work to divide and
scatter its advocates. Jealousy, evil surmising, evilspeaking, are
instigated by him to produce discord and dissension. The members of
Christ's church have the power to thwart the purpose of the
adversary of souls. At such a time as this let them not be found at
variance with one another or with any of the Lord's workers. Amidst
the general discord let there be one place where harmony and unity
exist because the Bible is made the guide of life. Let the people of God
feel that a responsibility rests upon them to build up His
instrumentalities. 7T 182.2
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“Keep It Moving Soldier!”
R. E. Winsett 1942
Troublesome times are here, filling men's hearts with fear
Freedom we all hold dear now is at stake – How pertinent is that line?
Humbling your hearts to God saves from the chastening rod
Seek the way pilgrims trod, Christians awake
Troubles will soon be o'er, happy forevermore
When we meet on that shore, free from all care
Rising up in the sky, telling this world goodbye
Homeward we then shall fly, glory to share
But until then…Keep it moving soldier!
1. Revelation 3:14-18
a. The Alpha and Omega, in his letter to the Laodiceans, points out that their
biggest issue, though they don’t see it or know it, is that they are devoid of
the character of the person they profess.
b. And in an effort to help them see their need, he has to show them their true
selves. This will be the only hope they have of receiving the much-needed
character that will be the ticket into the city of God.
2. God wants us to develop the character of His Son in a time of relative peace, while
we are not yet under the pressures of the final events, final movements.
3. But we are so close to those movements, which tells me then, that there is but a
little time left to develop that much needed character that much needed experience.
4. We are told:
a. The “time of trouble, such as never was,” is soon to open upon us; and we
shall need an experience which we do not now possess and which many are
too indolent to obtain. It is often the case that trouble is greater in
anticipation than in reality; but this is not true of the crisis before us.
GC 622.4
b. The season of distress and anguish before us will require a faith that can
endure weariness, delay, and hunger—a faith that will not faint though
severely tried. The period of probation is granted to all to prepare for that
time. GC 621.2
c. We should now acquaint ourselves with God by proving His promises.
GC 622.2
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d. Ezekiel 14:13-21 – God is going to bring Judgment upon the world and upon
his church – 4 Judgments that will utterly destroy all those who are not like
him in character – and though Noah, Daniel and Job be in the land, the
inhabitants of those lands cannot be saved by their righteousness. Everyone
will have to give an account for themselves.
e. Ezekiel 14:22 – But who is going to come through these judgments?
i. A Remnant – Why and How will they come through?
ii. Revelation 7:1-4 – How many winds? Why are they not being allowed
to blow yet? It is so God’s people can receive the seal of God in their
foreheads.
iii. Revelation 14:1 – The 144,000 have their father’s name in their
foreheads – they have his law in their foreheads they have His
character imprinted, stamped and sealed in their foreheads.
iv. Notice that the group in Revelation 13:16-17 have their fathers mark,
their fathers name, their father’s character also in their foreheads or
their hand.
5. Character then, His character, the righteousness of Christ is the most important
treasure that we must obtain before the trouble comes, before the conflict opens
upon us.
6. But unfortunately, some will not obtain it. Not because it wasn’t offered to them,
but because they cherished, they esteemed, they coveted something else of greater
value than the character of Christ.
a. What is it that some value of greater worth than receiving the character of
Christ?
7. The context of Judges 7 is found in Judges 6
a. Israel have apostatised from God and now they are suffering at the hands of
their enemies – A three-fold union of Midianites, Amalekites and the children
of the east.
b. Gideon is called to lead Gods army into battle – a battle that would bring
deliverance to God’s people Israel
c. But before Israel goes to battle with their enemy, there must first be a
solemn protest against idolatry that is happening within Israel. Israel must
first go to war its own evil tendencies before trying to fight the battle of the
Lord.
d. The call goes out and soldiers respond to become part of God’s army that will
fight the enemy and bring deliverance to Israel.
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8. Judges 7:1 – “…on the north side of them…” – Why emphasise the North?
a. Isaiah 14:12-14 – Satan desired to be The King of the North
b. Jeremiah 25 - He works through powers that the Bible represents as
Northern Kingdoms
c. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 – The Man of Sin – Satan’s representative on earth sits
in God’s place, in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.
i. Who is the true King of the North?
ii. Psalm 48:1-2
d. Daniel 11:40-45 – The King of the North will fight against God’s people but
Daniel 12:1 says Michael shall stand up to fight for His people.
9. Judges 7:2 “…the people are too many…”
a. Just as the army of God are about to go into warfare, God tells his general
“there is too many people”
b. Logic would dictate that you need as many as you can get right?
c. Not so with God, Gideon and we ourselves would be looking at the outside,
the numbers, we’re looking at the situation and weighing up in the mind,
“this is going to be a big one, we need all hands-on deck” but not so with
God, was reading what Gideon couldn’t see, God was reading the hearts.
10. Judges 7:3 “…whoever is afraid…”
a. Deuteronomy 20:5-8 It was a custom in Israel to give opportunity to those
who were afraid, to leave just before a battle began…
b. Luke 14:16-20 Same opportunity given to those who have been called from
darkness to light, to be part of the great supper, they give their excuses and
say (v18-20)
c. “And there returned of the people twenty and two thousand; and there
remained ten thousand”
i. 2 Thessalonians 2:3 “…falling away first…” – apostasia, defection from
the truth, a renouncing of former beliefs
d. As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third
angel's message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the
truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting
with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in
nearly the same light; and when the test is brought, they are prepared to
choose the easy, popular side. GC 608.2
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i. The initial shaking of the army of God removed 22,000 soldiers
e. Every day, we should be ensuring that we are securely riveted to the rock
Christ Jesus and vitally connected to the vine Christ Jesus.
11. Judges 7:4 “…yet too many…”
a. I can’t imagine what Gideon must have been thinking. As the time for the
confrontation gets closer, as the moment that they were waiting for rapidly
progresses, God says that there are still too many people in the army.
b. It’s confusing to know what was going on if you don’t know how God works
c. But God knew what he was doing, He says “bring them down to the water
and I will try them for the there…”
i. Note: It is God that performs the sifting of His own army, He alone
knows how to try them.
12. Judges 7:5 – “…boweth down on his knees…”
a. It seemed like such a simple test, but it was going to reveal something much
deeper about the characters of the remaining soldiers in the army
i. Exodus 16:3-5 – Test of future loyalty to God and His law via manna
ii. Daniel 1 – Test of future loyalty to God and His law via diet
iii. Judges 7:5 – Test of future loyalty to God and His mission via drinking
water
13. Judges 7:6 “…three hundred men, but all the rest…”
a. I wonder if you caught what was just revealed about the majority of Israel’s
army?
b. 9700 soldiers, a large class, the majority of the army were willing to bow the
knee in order to satisfy temporal needs!
c. 300 soldiers, a remnant of the army also had temporal needs but the cause of
God and fighting His battles were primary in their thoughts and actions.
d. The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of
the beast will be urged upon us. Those who have step by step yielded to
worldly demands and conformed to worldly customs will not find it a hard
matter to yield to the powers that be, rather than subject themselves to
derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. The contest is between
the commandments of God and the commandments of men. In this time the
gold will be separated from the dross in the church. True godliness will be
clearly distinguished from the appearance and tinsel of it. Many a star that
we have admired for its brilliancy will then go out in darkness. Chaff like a
cloud will be borne away on the wind, even from places where we see only
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floors of rich wheat. All who assume the ornaments of the sanctuary, but are
not clothed with Christ's righteousness, will appear in the shame of their own
nakedness. 5T 81.1
14. Judges 7:7 – “…By the three hundred…”
a. How can we guarantee that we will be part of God’s 300?
i. Psalm 1:1-3 – Those that meditate upon the law of the Lord
ii. Psalm 24:3-6 – Clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up
his soul unto vanity, no sworn deceitfully – That person will receive
the blessing of the Lord
iii. Zechariah 10:1 – Those that recognise their need of the Holy Spirit
and ask for Him
iv. Matthew 24:45 – Those that are willing to save others by giving meat
in due season, a message of warning, hope and encouragement at the
time needed
v. Ezekiel 9:4 – Those who sigh and cry over the state of God’s people
vi. Matthew 5:4 – Those that sigh and cry over their own spiritual state
vii. Revelation 3:14-18 Those who recognise they are in need of character
change and go to Christ for it, while there is still time to buy.
15. Appeal:
a. Do you want to be in God’s 300? You have got to keep it moving soldier!

André Crawford | 07748985511 | www.cristalksministry.co.uk | crisistalks1@gmail.com
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Day 1 “Secretive Questions” (John 3:1-21)
Questions for individual reflection and further group discussion:

1.

Do you have questions about Jesus and His Kingdom that you have not voiced or shared
with another?

2.

If you could choose to only ask questions or give answers, which would you choose?
And why?

3.

What relative value do you place on Answers? On questions? In what ways has your
emphasis shaped your discipleship? Which do you think you could do with a little more
of?

4.

Like Nicodemus, to what extent have you perceived or experienced your privilege (or
lack of it) as a function of God’s Kingdom? e.g., “born in the church” or new believer?
Adventist royalty or “just a member”?

5.

Drawn from this passage in John’s Gospel, “Born again” is a well-known Christian term
meaning “saved” or “accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour”. Is that what Jesus is
saying here? How does the double meaning Jesus is using enhance or challenge your
understanding?

6.

In what ways do these sayings of Jesus challenge your discipleship? When have you
been like Nicodemus, operating from a “this world” perspective in your faith? When
are the words of Jesus calling you to be “born from above” most challenging?

7.

Nicodemus was being challenged to see the Kingdom community as something quite
different from what he had known. What has been your experience with Kingdom
community? What role might you play in striving for the diverse community ideal?

8.

We meet Nicodemus three times. In John 3 when he comes to Jesus at night. In John 7
when he speaks up in a council meeting, and finally in John 19 when he asks Pilate for
the body of Jesus. He is clearly on a journey as he wrestles over the teaching and
person of Jesus. Where are you in that same journey? Where would you like to be?
Who could come alongside you and walk the next part of the journey with you?

9.

What impact (if any) has this “strange conversation with Jesus” had on you? What 1 st
Century wisdom will you apply in your 21st Century life?

CM BOOKLET PAGE | 36

“Lets’ Cross Over” | 1st Century Wisdom for 21st Century Lives| Notes | Pastor W. Erasmus
Day 2 “That’s great for you, but it’s not for me” (John 4:1-42)
Questions for individual reflection and further group discussion:

1.

Initially the Samaritan woman does not acknowledge Jesus. Why might that be? What
assumptions might be in play here? Where is their common ground?

2.

Can you think of a time when you were not acknowledged? Why might that have
been? What assumptions might have been in play there? Also, can you think of a time
when you did not acknowledge someone? Why might that have been? What
assumptions might have been in play there?

3.

What relative value do you place on “bridge building”? Can you think of a time when
someone “built a bridge” into your life experience?

4.

At some point in the encounter, the conversation became personal for the Samaritan
woman. Until that point the discussion has been largely “academic” – in the world of
ideas and concepts. In your personal discipleship journey, and in your experience of
discipling others to the way of Jesus, when have things become personal? What has
been valuable in that shift? What do you appreciate about the “academic”
conversations?

5.

Think about the “woman at the well”: Where does your story parallel or resonate with
hers? Is there an aspect of her story that you would like to experience in your life?
Who could come alongside you and walk the next part of the journey with you?

6.

In his encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well, Jesus does not say she should
be “born again” but rather that she should drink “living water”. How is this metaphor
more appropriate for her than the one used for Nicodemus? In which ways are her life
circumstances similar or different to those of Nicodemus?

7.

Is there someone in the orbit of your life that could do with a “bridge-builder”? What
steps (in the spirit and posture of Jesus) might you take toward them?

8.

What impact (if any) has this “strange conversation with Jesus” had on you? What 1 st
Century wisdom will you apply in your 21st Century life?
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Day 3 “An audacious, ‘What if’” (Luke 8:43-48)
Questions for individual reflection and further group discussion:

1.

Think about what the journeys of Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman and this unnamed
lady. What is the right way to begin a discipling relationship with Jesus? With another
person?

2.

Jesus is regularly surrounded by crowds. “The Crowd” can often be a character in the
narrative, and often not in a positive way. What are the positive/unhelpful aspects of
being “in the crowd”? And to what extent is your personal discipleship a function of
“the crowd”?

3.

From your perspective and experience, what role does restoration play in Discipleship?
Do you have a personal story to share? Who came alongside you at that time? What
has it meant for you?

4.

What role might “seeing” people have in their (and your) discipleship? What would the
actions of Jesus in this narrative live like for you?

5.

Jesus “holds space” for this unnamed woman and her plight. This is something that
Jesus does several times in his ministry – create time and space of people who would
otherwise not find opportunity for inclusion or be given a chance to speak. (See also,
for example: Jesus clears the temple (Matt 21:12-17) or Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52).
How might the act of “holding space” be meaningful in the discipleship journey? What
possibilities does “space holding” offer for those who create the space and those for
whom the space is created?

6.

Jesus’ words to the woman are to “go in peace”. Consider the unseen impact of Jesus’
words and actions—those things that would likely have taken place after this
interaction. Imagine various scenarios and weigh up the ripple effect of these events.
How might this reflect the dynamic of discipleship as a lived experience?

7.

Is there someone in the orbit of your life that could do with a “space holder”? What
steps (in the spirit and posture of Jesus) might you take toward them?

8.

What impact (if any) has this “strange conversation with Jesus” had on you? What 1 st
Century wisdom will you apply in your 21st Century life?
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Day 4 “Let’s try that again” (John 21)
Questions for individual reflection and further group discussion:

1.

What is your experience of loss? The COVID Pandemic changed our lives. For some of
us, the losses have been unbearable. How have you navigated loss in your life?

2.

Since we know more of the story, we are tempted to read John 21 in the light of a
bigger picture and longer narrative. However, these disciples out fishing are men in
transition. They don’t yet know what we do about the larger picture, and transitional
moments in our lives can be fraught. What is your experience of such moments? What
changed for you in those times? Did you come to any new/fresh understandings or
perspectives?

3.

To what extent might the desire for things to be “normal” again lead one to skip over
opportunities for growth and change? Reflecting on the John 21 narrative, where might
the disciples have missed out in their discipleship journey? What do you see of yourself
in the story? What do you appreciate most about Jesus in the narrative?

4.

When has your discipleship journey pressed into sensitive and wounded parts of
yourself? How have you responded to them in the past? What have you learned about
those instances? How might this passage of Scripture encourage your future
engagement?

5.

It seems strange to us that these disciples did not recognise Jesus. Once, perhaps, but
three times? What indicators of the presence of Jesus have you identified in your
discipleship journey? In retrospect, have there been times when you have not
identified his presence in your life? How might you be more attuned to his presence
going forward?

6.

Community can be a double-edged sword. It has the power to heal and the power to
hurt. What is your experience with community? Where have you seen it at its best? At
its worst? What does discipleship look like in your community? In what ways are
people journeying together in faith? Are you a faith mentor? Do you have one?

7.

Is there someone in the orbit of your life that could do with a companion on their
journey? What steps (in the spirit and posture of Jesus) might you take toward them?

8.

What impact (if any) has this “strange conversation with Jesus” had on you? What 1 st
Century wisdom will you apply in your 21st Century life?
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